THE INTERSECTION OF IMMIGRATION AND FAMILY LAW
Tuesday, November 18, 2025
via ZOOM
6 MCLE, 1.25 Ethics
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A Collaboration of The
Family Law Section,
Hispanic Lawyers Section, and
Immigration & Nationality Law Section

· 


8:40 Welcome

8:45 A Trauma Informed Approach to Lawyering: Caring for Your Client and Yourself
Yasmin Yavar and Laura Egan
Trauma awareness
A trauma-informed approach to lawyering
Benefits of a trauma-informed approach
The cost of caring – vicarious/secondary trauma

9:30 Protecting Parental Rights When the Immigrant Parent is Detained or Deported
Veronica Thronson
Overview of detention/deportation and relief available
Planning child custody arrangements before detention/deportation
Relief for undocumented children
Parental rights during detention
Child support/assets

10:15 Break

10:30 I-751 Waivers & VAWA/U Visas
Karen Crawford
Impact of divorce and separation on conditional residence
Discrepancies in immigration and divorce proceedings
DV, U, and VAWA screening issues in divorce
Victims’ confidentiality

11:15 International Adoption / Custody
Justine Daly
Adopted children: IR2, IH3, IR3, IH4, IR4
Hague Convention adoptions
Orphan (non-Hague) adoptions
Other adoptions
Child Citizenship Act
Alternatives to adoption for lawful status


12:00 Lunch Break

12:45 LGBTQ, Surrogacy and Other Modern Families 
Ana Mara Schwartz and deborah lawson
Intricacies of different markers on documents and current trends/changes
Uses and impacts of particular visas under the Defending Women Executive Order
Non-traditional uses of unique family structures

1:30 View from the Bench
Judge Gloria E. López and 
Associate Judge Ryan George Salfiti, 
308th Judicial District, Harris County
Practical tips and valuable insight for success in the courtroom.

2:15 Break

2:30 Special Juvenile Immigration Status
Dalia Castillo-Granados
Eligibility and screening 
Current trends 
SIJ findings in custody/divorce proceedings
Impact on UAC status of custody/guardianship/adoption proceedings
Dual representation or representation of child only


3:15 Family Preparedness
Robert Painter
Informal arrangements for care
Powers of attorney, Guardianship, & child welfare proceedings
Important documents and emergency contacts
Investigating immigration options
‘Know Your Rights’ resources and safe spaces policies
Giving general advice or creating client relationship
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